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Hello everyone and welcome to the 2021 Virtual Australian Public Health Conference. 

Perhaps now more than any time in the 50+ years of history of the Public Health Association of Australia it is vital that public health people find a way to stay in touch, stay  
connected and continue to find constructive ways forward in facing the enormous challenges being faced by the whole of humanity.

This year we had planned for a hybrid conference, combining face to face and virtual components, in Canberra. However due to the ever-changing landscape of COVID-19 it is 
now being run as a virtual only conference. 

We have condensed our traditional three-day conference format and pivoted to a virtual two-day program. Over these two days you will have the opportunity to join us for live 
plenary and networking sessions and engage with the virtual exhibition. All live sessions will be recorded and made available to view on demand for three months following the 
conference.  Concurrent sessions are all pre recoded and will be available on demand.  The entire content of the conference will remain available to delegates for three months, 
meaning there is no reason to miss any of this up to the minute and important public health science.

The 2021 Conference theme is: ‘Supporting and Re-Energising Public Health in a disrupted world’. The theme responds to the COVID-19 pandemic and climate emergency, 
impacting on public wellbeing and the public health response. Disruptions have been widespread, from health systems, to the economy, travel, migration and supply chains. 
Global attention of public health may have never been higher. The current situation poses great challenges to public health, but also great opportunities to do things differently, 
as seen by rapid changes in healthcare delivery, digital health technology and vaccine design. There may be opportunities to re-imagine and re-energise public health in ways 
that improve equity, health outcomes, efficiency, resourcing and innovation. If 2020 was a tipping point, 2021 will be the beginning of the new world. How will Public Health 
respond to crises in a disrupted world? How can we mitigate the widening inequities precipitated by pandemics? How will we use scientific evidence to influence government 
for better wellbeing of our communities? How can we harness health communication in responsive, effective and adaptable ways? These and other issues will be the subject of 
this year’s Australian Public Health Conference, at which a range of national and international experts will share wisdom with Australia’s public health community.  
 
It is with great pleasure that we bring this event to you in a virtual format. We hope you enjoy this new experience and the great program that has been put together on 
important public health issues. 

I look forward to seeing you in the virtual platform. 

Adjunct Professor Terry Slevin
CEO, Public Health Association of Australia

Protect yourself against COVID-19 
Every day, more and more Aboriginal and  
Torres Strait Islanders are choosing to protect  
themselves against COVID-19 with a vaccination. 

Now’s the time to protect your family, your  
community, your country and yourself. It’s  
your best defence and our only way forward.

To book your vaccination go to  
health.gov.au or call 1800 020 080.

COVID-19
VACCINE

COVID-19
VACCINE

COVID-19
VACCINE

Supporting and Re-energising Public Health in a Disrupting World
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Professor Tarun Weeramanthri, Co-Chair
Dr Devin Bowles, Co-Chair
Adjunct Professor Terry Slevin
Dr Ingrid Johnston
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Kevin Mao
Dr Kristen Glenister
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Rimante Ronto
Fran Sheehan 
Tracy Gurnett
Travers Johnstone
Dr Lea Merone

Sharon Clifford
Dr Sumon Das
Anna Glynn-robinosn
A/Professor Lynette Goldberg
Dr Laksmi Govindasamy
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CONFERENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

ABSTRACT REVIEWERS

Terry Slevin - Chief Executive Officer
Anne Brown - Operations & Finance Manager
Mandy Winter - Events Officer
Jamie Evans - Events Officer
Sarah Fraser-Chitticks - Events Officer
Paris Lord - Media & Communications Manager
Jeremy Lasek - Media Officer
Malcolm Baalman - Senior Policy Officer
Mary-Anne Land - Senior Policy Officer

CONFERENCE ORGANISERS - PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES

The Conference objectives are to:
• Create a virtual environment for knowledge sharing, collaboration and relationship building;
• Promote and celebrate public health;
• Create an inclusive and culturally safe environment with opportunities to discuss issues of diversity, disability and accessibility, and provide an equal opportunity to be part of the 

program and public health discussion;
• Deliver latest research, program implementations and workforce developments;
• Showcase new developments in advocacy in public health through keynote speakers;
• Showcase leadership in public health from established and emerging leaders; and
• Highlight the activities of the PHAA, including state and territory branches and special interest groups, and encourage delegates to work together to achieve better health 

outcomes for Australians.

PHAA would like to acknowledge and thank abstract reviewers who volunteer their time for the conference. 

Catalina Lizama
Dr Natalia Lizama
Prof Donna Mak
Dr Kate Mcbride
Simone Meade
Dr Sharon Nowrojee
A/Professor Ilse O'ferrall
Mr Christian Pedrosa
Brianna Poirier

Steve Pratt
Paige Preston
Kathy Ride
Dr Allison Salmon
Dr Peter Sarich
Dr Mathias Seviiri
Dr Selvanaayagam Shanmuganathan
Mr Asres Bedaso Tilahune
Dr Blesson Varghese
Dr Louise Wilson

LOGISTICS & HOUSEKEEPING
The following information is offered to make your attendance at #AustPH2021 as pleasant as possible. If you require help please utilise the Online Support in the portal or email 
us at events@phaa.net.au, and we will do everything we can to assist you with your enquiry.

ACCESS
Prior to the Conference all registered delegates will be emailed unique access details. These should not be shared with anyone as only one device can access the portal at a time. 
We recommend using Chrome or Safari (not Explorer) browsers to access the portal. Please note, the Virtual Conference Portal is not accessible on smart phones.

HELP DESK - LIVE SUPPORT HOURS

The PHAA Events Team will be available during the following times for support requests submitted within Conference Portal. Alternatively, please email events@phaa.net.au  

Thursday 23 September: 8:00am - 5:30pm AEST 
Friday 24 September: 8:00am - 5:30pm AEST

VIRTUAL EXHIBITION HOURS
Opportunity to individually meet with the exhibitors through the chat or video call functions.

Thursday 23 September: 10:30am – 11:00am, 12:30pm – 1:30pm, 3:00pm – 3:30pm AEST 
Friday 24 September: 10:30am – 11:00am, 12:30pm – 1:30pm, 3:00pm – 3:30pm AEST

The virtual exhibition provides the opportunity to individually meet with the exhibitors through chat and video call functions, as well as view their information, brochures, and 
videos. We encourage you to connect with the virtual exhibitors through the Delegate Hub and learn more about what they do.

ABSTRACT BOOK  
The 2021 Abstract Book is available to view and download from the Australian Public Health Conference website: https://www.austph2021.com/program

FUNDING
The Conference received funding from the Australian Government.

SOCIAL MEDIA
We highly encourage you to share your thoughts and experiences while at the Conference, so if you're on Twitter and Facebook, join the conversation using #AustPH2021. Please 
feel free to tag PHAA using @_PHAA_

PROGRAM KEY
LIVE - Session will be hosted live; plenary sessions will be made available on demand following its conclusion (please note, the live sessions will be made available the following 
day due to time required to upload the recordings.
SIMU-LIVE - Session will be pre-recorded and streamed live, also made available on demand following the conclusion.
ON DEMAND - Session will be accessible on demand from the time indicated in the program. AB
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https://www.austph2021.com/program
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The Delegate Hub allows you to connect and communicate with other attendees.

Once you have located an attendee you want to connect with, click the Connect button. Once 
the other attendee accepts your request, you can choose to interact with your connection 
by starting a live chat or live video call. You can also schedule to meet at a future time, send 
messages and take notes. Contact information for all attendees you have connected with 
be included when you export your contacts (see the Exporting your Notes and Contacts for 
additional information).

DELEGATE HUB

Under the My Settings section of the portal you will be able to select your time zone. When 
you select your time zones the timeline will update accordingly. 

Please note, the program times are in AEST.

UPDATING YOUR TIME ZONE

Any notes that you take throughout the event can be exported by selecting the Export icon in 
the top right of the screen near your Profile image. In additional, all Delegate Hub connections 
you have make with other OnAIR participants will save their contact information, that you can 
export using the Export option as well.

EXPORTING YOUR NOTES & CONTACTS

When you first sign in to the OnAIR Portal, the Event Check In window displays, where you 
can update your profile, capture or add a profile photo and review your privacy settings. To 
edit or change these settings, please click on your profile photo at the top right of the screen 
and select My Settings.

UPDATING YOUR PROFILE

BECOME A MEMBER  
TODAY!

“Public health is the art and science of preventing illness and promoting health through organised efforts of society”

The PHAA is an organisation dedicated to the promotion of public health. It 
is also a forum for developing professional and academic networks.

About the Public Health Association of Australia
The Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) is recognised as the principal non-government organisation for public health in Australia and works to promote the health and well-being 
of all Australians. The Association seeks better population health outcomes based on prevention, the social determinants of health and equity principles.

PHAA is a national organisation comprising around 1900 individual members and representing over 40 professional groups concerned with the promotion of health at a population level.

Why become a member?
The PHAA makes major contributions to public health as an advocate of public health 
issues primarily through submissions and by representation on boards, committees and 
consultative bodies. It acts as a forum for public health advancement and organises 
conferences and seminars to enhance the skills of public health practitioners. 

Membership of PHAA is open to any person who is supportive of the objectives of the 
association.

PHAA Objectives
• to advocate for the reduction of health inequalities across Australia and 

international communities;
• to encourage research and promote knowledge relating to the problems, needs 

and development of public health;
• to promote and provide a forum for the regular exchange of views and 

information;
• to promote the development and education of workers in public health;
• to promote, maintain and extend the interest of PHAA’s Branches, Special 

Interest Groups and any affiliated organisations;
• to promote excellence in public health practice; and
• to advocate the objects and policies of the Association to achieve better 

outcomes for all.

BECOME A MEMBER OF PHAA AT THE AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC HEALTH CONFERENCE AND RECEIVE A SPECIAL 
DISCOUNT FOR CATEGORIES A & B VISIT PHAA’s VIRTUAL EXHIBITION STAND TO LEARN MORE

www.phaa.net.au | 02 6285 2373 | phaa@phaa.net.au | @_PHAA_

200902 PHAA Membership_Program Ad.indd   1200902 PHAA Membership_Program Ad.indd   1 2/09/2020   3:46:36 PM2/09/2020   3:46:36 PM

Sessions and functions that are happening each day are listed in the timeline in chronological 
order. You can click on any of the items in the timeline to view additional information and 
join the session or function.

USING THE TIMELINE

When joining a live Plenary Session, a window will appear asking you to use either your 
computer audio or connect to the audio via telephone (dial-in details are provided). If the 
webinar does not load or if you are having any technical issues viewing the session, you can 
click on the ‘Technical Issues? Launch Zoom App’ link at the bottom of the window. This link 
allows you to download the Zoom App directly to your computer and this will resolve most 
issues. Please click on the Live Support icon for additional assistance.

JOINING A LIVE PLENARY SESSION

The PHAA Events Team will be available for support requests submitted within the Virtual 
Conference Portal. If you have any questions or need technical assistance, please click on the 
red Live Support icon in the top right of the screen. 

If the PHAA Events Team are not available online, alternatively please email 
events@phaa.net.au.

LIVE SUPPORT

When using the Delegate Hub, Live Support or Exhibitor Instant Meetings, once the Video 
Call starts your camera and microphone will be enabled by default. Click on the icons in the 
video window to disable the camera and mute your microphone as needed.

MUTING YOUR CAMERA & MIC

You can visit the Virtual Exhibition at any time during the event by clicking on the Meet 
Exhibitor button at the right of the timeline. When you are in the Virtual Exhibition Hall, 
you can search and browse through the list of exhibitors. Clicking on the View Button lets 
you review the Exhibitor’s information and download any available brochures. You can also 
choose to connect with members of the Exhibitor team via Delegate Hub.

If the exhibition is open and the exhibitor’s staff is online, you can request a live meeting 
and you will be placed in a queue. You can always see your position in the queue and when 
you reach the top of the queue a video meeting with the selected member of the exhibitor’s 
team will begin.

VIRTUAL EXHIBITION
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AWARDS
SIDNEY SAX MEDAL

EMERGING LEADER AWARD

ABSTRACT AWARDS
The abstract presentation awards have been created to highlight the great work presented at the Australian Public Health Conference and recognise the contribution presenters have to the program and public 
health sector. Abstracts submitted for the Australian Public Health Conference have been reviewed against the award criteria and five (5) abstracts from each criteria have been shortlisted as finalist in the 
abstract presentation awards.

Look for the award symbol (d) in the program for a finalist. 

Presented: Closing Plenary Session on Friday 24 September 2021.

Public Health Research Award

About the Award: To be eligible for the Research Award, the abstract must report on a research project that is completed, or a completed section of a program of research, and that has ethical 
approval, or quality improvement (minimal risk) approval or is a systematic review or a quality improvement project.

Award: $500 cash prize, 1 years free membership to PHAA, trophy, certificate

Advocacy & Leadership Award

About the Award: The PHAA bestows this national award on a person who has provided a notable contribution to the protection and promotion of public health, solving public health problems, advancing 
community awareness of public health measures and advancing the ideals and practice of equity in the provision of health care. The nominee does not need to be a PHAA member. 

Award: A glass trophy and a certificate

About the Award: Leadership plays an important role in productivity and performance for a successful association, and emerging leaders are a driving force behind this. Emerging leaders play an important role 
within PHAA as they represent the next generation of leaders and provide the association with sources of different perspectives, knowledge, innovation, commitment and passion. At present, the PHAA does 
not provide an award for recognition of Emerging Leaders and their significant contributions to the association and/or the field of public health, including by way of leadership, advocacy and engagement and, 
mentoring.

Award: A certificate and 12 month membership to PHAA

About the Award: To be eligible for the Advocacy and Leadership Award, presentations must showcase how their research, policy or practice has influenced decisions within political, economic, 
and social systems and institutions through effective leadership and messaging.

Award: $500 cash prize, trophy, certificate 

Capacity Building Award

About the Award: The Capacity Building Award is presented for the best paper presented, reporting on capacity building in the public health sector through workforce development, teaching, 
training and networking. This can include management/administration/policy issues and project work. 

Award: $250 cash prize, trophy, certificate

Early Career/Young Professional Award

About the Award: The Early Career/Young Professional Award is presented to the individual who is a young professional or early in their public health career. The presenter must be the first 
author on the presentation and the main presenter. 

Award: $150 cash prize, trophy, certificate

First Time Presenter Award

About the Award: The First Time Presenter Award is presented to the individual who has never presented at a conference with more than 250 delegates before. You will be presenting for the first 
time outside of their organisation/place of work/tertiary institution. The presenter must be the first author on the presentation and the main presenter. 

Award: $100 cash prize, trophy, certificate

Best E-Poster Award

About the Award: All posters are eligible for the Best Poster Award and will be assessed against the following criteria: 
• Contribution to public health knowledge is demonstrated 
• Contribution to public health practice is demonstrated 
• Visually appealing, legible font and not crowded 
• Content is clear, concise and original 
• Relevance to public health and implications for public health advocacy and practice is shown

Award: $100 cash prize, trophy, certificate

TONY MCMICHAEL PUBLIC HEALTH ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT AWARD
About the Award: Eligibility for nomination is open to a person (not just PHAA members) who has made a significant, discernible contribution in the combined domains of public health and ecology or 
environmental health, which is consistent with and has contributed to fulfilling the aims of the PHAA and the Environment and Ecology Special Interest Group

Award: A glass trophy and a certificate

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PUBLIC HEALTH AWARD
About the Award: The PHAA bestows this competitive award on a person who has provided a notable contribution to the protection and promotion of public health to benefit Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples, solving public health problems, advancing community awareness of public health measures and advancing the ideals and practice of equity in the provision of Indigenous health care.

Award: A glass trophy and a certificate
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PHAA MENTOR OF THE YEAR
About the Award: This award is made to a senior member of PHAA who has made a significant contribution to mentoring early-career professionals/practitioners/students to acknowledge a public health 
professional who has demonstrated outstanding dedication to mentoring students/early career professionals/practitioners.

Award: A certificate
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CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOPS
In 2021, PHAA is continuing to expand on the Australian Public Health Conference program to include capacity building workshops. The workshops will be held as part of the virtual Conference program. Numbers 
are strictly limited to registered member participants, and registration is required for attendance.
Advocacy Workshop

Date: Thursday 23 September 2021 
Time: 1:30pm – 3:00pm AEST 
Facilitators: Dr Michael Moore AM PhD

Politics, power and persuasion: learn about the “critical friend” in public health advocacy  
A practical workshop for all who work in public health. Update your advocacy skills and learn tricks of the trade from experienced advocates. This interactive session will include experienced advocates as well as the public servants and 
politicians they seek to influence. You will cover: Advocacy; Why it matters, Theory and practice, how political decisions and policy are really made, Political decision-making. What you need to know and do to influence decision makers; 
Shaping messages, The elevator pitch. The advocacy tools at your disposal; where do you find them, when do you use them? Engaging traditional and social media; The right message for the right medium.

Submissions and Appearances Workshop

Date: Friday 24 September 2021 
Time: 9:00am – 10:30am AEST 
Facilitators: Mary-Anne Land and Malcolm Baalman, Senior Policy Officers, PHAA

Making written submissions to enquiries by parliamentary committees – and also to departmental consultations – has become a major means by which public health advocates can be heard and can influence policies and budgetary 
priorities of national, state and territory governments. There are hundreds of opportunities across Australia every year on a wide array of issues. Which to prioritise? How to understand what is going on? What makes a good written 
submission? And what to do if you are asked to appear in person in front of a committee hearing? This workshop will take on all these topics.

Writing and Reviewing for Publication Workshop

Date: Friday 24 September 2021 
Time: 11:00am – 12:30pm AEST 
Facilitator: Professor John Lowe, Editor-in-Chief, Australia New Zealand Journal of Public Health

Reviewing a manuscript helps to improve your publishing skills. Understanding how to write for publication is complemented by understanding how to review manuscripts. This workshop will look at not only writing for publication but 
reviewing manuscripts that have been submitted for publication. It is directed at those individuals that are relatively new to publishing their research. Workshop participants should come with an idea of a manuscript they are currently 
working on, or one that they would like to work on during the workshop. Practical examples will be given on how to write publications. In addition, practical approaches to reviewing manuscripts and how to write a review will be 
addressed. 

Note: all workshops are open to registered members only, limited numbers apply.

Stay informed with 
Australia’s leading 
health policy journal 

Public Health Research & Practice is an independent, peer-reviewed journal and a 
trusted resource for public health policy makers, practitioners and researchers in 
Australia and internationally. 

Published by the Sax Institute since 2014, the journal is ranked by Scimago as 
Australia’s number one health policy journal, and the leading open-access journal 
in the field of public health, environmental and occupational health.

sign up for quarterly updates

www.phrp.com.au

https://www.phrp.com.au/about-us/subscribe/?utm_source=Ad&utm_campaign=PHAA
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The virtual networking functions will provide an opportunity to meet with fellow delegates through small group interactions following the live plenary sessions. There will be a number of networking 
opportunities throughout the virtual Conference, and we encourage you to join.  

Networking Function Dates & Times
• Thursday 23 September - 10:30am - 11:00am AEST
• Thursday 23 September - 12:30pm - 1:30pm AEST
• Thursday 23 September - 3:00pm - 3:30pm AEST
• Friday 24 September - 10:30am - 11:00am AEST
• Friday 24 September - 12:30pm - 1:30pm AEST
• Friday 24 September - 3:00pm - 3:30pm AEST

NETWORKING FUNCTIONS

NETWORKING, FUNCTIONS & MEETINGS

PHAA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)

Date: Thursday 23 September 2021 
Time: 4:30pm - 5:30pm AEST 
Who can attend: PHAA Financial Members - will be able to attend and vote. Financial Members will be required to register and sign in for voting purposes. If you want to attend the PHAA AGM, and have not yet 
registered, please email phaa@phaa.net.au 

VIRTUAL INDIGENOUS YARNING CIRCLE

BASIL HETZEL ORATION

ABOUT THE ORATION
The Basil Hetzel Oration recognises the contribution and commitment to Public Health Research and Advocacy of the Hon Dr Basil Hetzel AC who spent many years 
working in the international health arena, and is well-known for his work on iodine deficiency disorders. Basil Hetzel was born in London in 1922. He graduated in 
medicine from the University of Adelaide in 1944. After postgraduate education and research in Adelaide (1945-1951); New York (Fulbright Research Scholar (1951-
54); and London (1954-1955), he returned to the University of Adelaide as Reader and later Michell Professor of Medicine (1956-1968).
From 1968-1975 he was Foundation Professor of Social and Preventive Medicine at Monash University in Melbourne. He then spent 10 years (1975-1985) with the 
CSIRO as first Chief of the CSIRO Division of Human Nutrition.

2021 BASIL HETZEL ORATOR

Presenter: Professor Tom Calma AO, Chancellor of the University of Canberra

Professor Tom Calma is Co-Chair of Reconciliation Australia, an Aboriginal elder from the Kungarakan tribal group and a member of the Iwaidja tribal group in the NT. 

Currently the National Coordinator for Tackling Indigenous Smoking and Chancellor of the University of Canberra, Professor Calma previously served as the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner and the Race Discrimination Commissioner. 

rofessor Calma has a special interest in Indigenous education, employment and training programs.

VALE PROFESSOR BASIL HETZEL AC LMPHAA - 1922 - 2017

The virtual Australian Public Health Conference will feature a virtual Indigenous Yarning Circle.  A Yarning Circle is a place which privileges Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander voices, and provides a place to listen, network and yarn about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health. Whilst there are no formal presentations, Elders and 
other leaders will be invited to share their knowledge.

Everyone is welcome to attend, but due to the nature of these Yarning Sessions, participation is limited and priority will be given to our Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander conference participants. 

Dr Michael Doyle, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Special Interest Co-Convener, will be hosting the yarning circle on behalf of the PHAA. 

Indigenous Yarning Circle Date & Time (registered participants)
• Friday 24 September - 12:30pm - 1:15pm AEST
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2021 SPONSORS
A special thank you to the virtual Australian Public Health Conference 2021 Sponsors.

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR |AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

W: www.health.gov.au 

The Department of Health is committed to achieving our vision of better health and wellbeing for all Australians, now and for future generations. Our strategic priorities are to drive better health and 
ageing outcomes for all Australians; deliver an affordable, quality health and aged care system; and promote better sport outcomes.

 Our purpose is to lead and shape Australia’s health and aged care system and sporting outcomes through evidence-based policy, well targeted programs and best practice regulation. We will achieve 
this through six outcomes – health system policy, design and innovation; health access and support services; sport and recreation; individual health benefits; regulation, safety and protection; and 
ageing and aged care.
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SUPPORT SPONSOR |SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH, UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY

Professor Joel Negin, Head of School, Sydney School of Public Health 
A: Room 319, Level 3, Edward Ford Building (A27) Sydney NSW 2006 
T: 02 9036 9262 
E: joel.negin@sydney.edu.au 
W: www.sydney.edu.au/medicine-health/schools/sydney-school-of-public-health

The University of Sydney School of Public Health is Australia’s first and leading school of public health. Our researchers and graduates are committed to tackling global health challenges.  
Our vision is for a global community in which everyone’s needs for good health and wellbeing are met. We realise this vision by providing a wide range of education and research opportunities for 
students and academics. We work alongside institutions such as the World Health Organization, the Gates Foundation and Australian governments at all levels to bring the benefits of public health 
policy and practice to the people who need it most.

2021 VIRTUAL EXHIBITORS

PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

The Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) is recognised as the principal non-government organisation for public health in Australia working to promote the health and well-being of 
all Australians. It is the pre-eminent voice for the public’s health in Australia. 

The PHAA works to ensure that the public’s health is improved through sustained and determined efforts of the Board, the National Office, the State and Territory Branches, the Special 
Interest Groups and members.

A: PO Box 319, Curtin ACT 2605 
T: 02 6285 2373 
E: phaa@phaa.net.au 
W: www.phaa.net.au Public Health Association 

A U S T R A L I A

BIOSTATISTICS COLLABORATION AUSTRALIA (BCA)

The Biostatistics Collaboration of Australia (BCA) is a collaboration between 5 Australian Universities that delivers an online program of Postgraduate Biostatistics Courses. 
 
Our focused curriculum was developed with a commitment to provide Australia with well-trained professional biostatisticians and upgrade the skills of clinical researchers. The courses 
provide a sound mathematically-based grounding in statistical methods with a strong emphasis on applications in all areas of health and medical research.

W: https://www.bca.edu.au/austph2021/ 

A special thank you to the virtual Australian Public Health Conference 2021 virtual Exhibitors; we encourage you to visit their virtual stands 
during the Conference.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Dr Takeshi Kasai
WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific

Dr Takeshi Kasai began his term as WHO Regional Director 
for the Western Pacific on 1 February 2019, following 
his nomination by the WHO Regional Committee for the 
Western Pacific and his appointment by the WHO Executive 
Board. 
The public health career of Dr Kasai began nearly 30 
years ago when he was assigned to a remote post on the 
northeast coast of Japan, providing health-care services for 
the elderly. His early experiences there impressed upon him 
the value of building strong health systems from the ground 
up. Dr Kasai received his medical degree (MD) from Keio 
University in 1990; a master's degree in public health from 
the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine in 1996; 
a diploma in tropical medicine and hygiene from the Royal 
College of Physicians in London in 1997; and a doctorate 
(PhD) in medicine from Iwate Medical University in 2012. 
Dr Kasai has worked for WHO for more than 15 years, and 
at the time of his nomination was Director of Programme 
Management, the No. 2 position at the WHO Regional 
Office for the Western Pacific in Manila, Philippines. As a 
Technical Officer and later as the Director of the Division of 
Health Security at the Regional Office, he was instrumental 
in developing and implementing the Asia Pacific Strategy for 
Emerging Diseases and Public Health Emergencies, which 
guides Member States in preparing for and responding to 
public health emergencies. 

Professor Alison Ritter
Director of the Drug Policy Modelling Program 
(DPMP), Social Policy Research Centre (SPRC), 

University of New South Wales

Professor Alison Ritter, AO is the Director of 
the Drug Policy Modelling Program (DPMP) 
at the University of New South Wales. She is 
an NHMRC Senior Research Fellow leading 
a multi-disciplinary program of research on 
drug policy. The goal of the work is to advance 
drug policy through improving the evidence-
base, translating research and studying policy 
processes.

Dr Michael Doyle
Senior Research Fellow, Central Clinical School, 

The University of Sydney

Michael is a Bardi Aboriginal man, the Bardi people are 
from the Kimberley region of Western Australia. He is 
a Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for Research 
Excellence in Indigenous Health and Alcohol, in the 
Discipline of Addiction Medicine at the Central Clinical 
School. His research focuses on alcohol and other drug 
treatment for men involved in the criminal justice 
system.

Professor Pat Dudgeon
Director, The Centre of Best Practice in 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Suicide Prevention

Pat Dudgeon is from the Bardi people in Western 
Australia. She is a psychologist and professor at the Poche 
Centre for Aboriginal Health and the School of Indigenous 
Studies at UWA. Her area of research includes Indigenous 
social and emotional wellbeing and suicide prevention. 
She is the director of the Centre of Best Practice in 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Suicide Prevention at 
UWA. She is also the lead chief investigator of a national 
research project, Transforming Indigenous Mental Health 
and Wellbeing that aims to develop approaches to 
Indigenous mental health services that promote cultural 
values and strengths as well as empowering users. She 
has many publications in Indigenous mental health, in 
particular, the Working Together Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Mental Health and Wellbeing Principals 
and Practice 2014.

 Associate Professor Lisa Whop
 Senior Research Fellow, Research School of Population 

Health, ANU College of 
Health & Medicine, Australian National University

Lisa Whop is a descendent of the Wagedagam tribe of the 
Gumulgal people of Mabuiag Island in the Torres Strait 
and has family connections to the Darling Downs in South 
West Queensland. 
Lisa’s research to date has focused on improving 
outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
with cancer. She holds a Bachelor in Medical Science 
from the Queensland University of Technology and a 
Masters of Applied Epidemiology from the Australian 
National University. Her PhD project was focused on the 
Queensland part of the National Indigenous Cervical 
Screening Project – the first population-based study 
in Australia to investigate the effectiveness of cervical 
screening for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women. 
 
She was supported by a Sidney Myer Health Scholarship, 
a Menzies Enhanced Living Scholarship and a Lowitja 
Institute Scholarship. She recently submitted her PhD 
thesis to the Charles Darwin University and is working 
as a Research Fellow at the Menzies School of Health 
Research.

Professor Simon Lenton
Director National Drug Research Institute, 

Curtin University

Professor Simon Lenton is the Director 
of NDRI and works part time as a Clinical 
Psychologist in private practice. His 
research interests include bridging the 
gap between drug policy research and 
drug policy practice, cannabis policy, illicit 
drug use and harm reduction. His research 
has informed evidence based changes 
to cannabis law, the wider availability 
of naloxone to prevent opioid overdose 
deaths, and the use of alcohol interlock 
devices as drink driving countermeasures.

Rachel Stephen-Smith
Minister for Health of the Australian Capital 

Territory

Current Ministerial appointments 
 
• Minister for Health (July 2019 – present) 
• Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Affairs (October 2016 – present) 
• Minister for Families and Community 
Services (November 2020 – present) 
 
Rachel was born in Canberra in 1971, grew 
up in O’Connor and lives in Reid. She’s also 
lived in Melbourne, the United Kingdom 
and the United States, as well as in other 
parts of Canberra.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Dr Peter W Tait
College of Health and Medicine, 

Australian National University

Dr Peter Tait has been a General Practitioner 
for 36 years, 30 in Aboriginal health in Central 
Australia. 
He was the 2007 Royal Australian College of 
General Practitioners General Practitioner of 
the Year. 
He attained a Masters of Climate Change at 
the Australian National University (ANU) in 
2010.

Dr Rebecca Patrick
Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Health,  

School of Health & Soc. Dev. Deakin 
University

Dr Rebecca Patrick is the Director of Deakin 
University’s Sustainable Health Network and 
President/Chair of the Climate and Health 
Alliance (CAHA). Rebecca is co-leads Deakin’s 
Health, Nature and Sustainability Research 
Group and the International Planetary Health 
Alliance (Oceania Hub). Rebecca is a health 
promotion and climate change researcher 
who led a national survey on Climate Change 
and Mental Health: Australian Temperature 
Check. Rebecca is an Associate Editor of the 
Health Promotion Journal of Australia.

Professor Martin McKee CBE MD DSc
 Professor of European Public Health, 

London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine

Martin McKee is Professor of European Public 
Health and Medical Director at the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. He 
is also Research Director of the European 
Observatory on Health Systems and Policies 
and Past President of the European Public 
Health Association. He trained in medicine 
and public health and has written extensively 
on health and health policy, with a particular 
focus on countries undergoing political and 
social transition.

#AustPH2021

Associate Professor Fay Johnston
Public Health and Primary Care Theme, 
Menzies Institute For Medical Research, 

University of Tasmania
Associate Professor Johnston is an environmental 
health researcher from the Menzies Institute 
for Medical Research and is a specialist medical 
advisor for Public Health Services in the Tasmanian 
Department of Health. In particular, Associate 
Professor Johnston’s research looks at the 
public health and clinical impact of smoke from 
bushfires and planned burns, the long-term health 
implications of early-life exposure to severe air 
pollution and interventions to reduce the public 
health impact of severe smoke episodes.
In 2016, she led the development of the world’s 
first air quality and allergy monitoring system 
designed to help people breathe easier. Associate 
Professor Johnston’s expertise moves beyond 
academe where she often contributes to policy, 
via the National Air Quality Expert Group, while 
also guiding real-time government responses to 
air quality emergencies such as the Hazelwood 
(Victoria) mine fire in early 2014. She is currently 
leading the long-term follow-up study of the 
health and development of infants and babies 
exposed to extremely poor air quality during the 
Hazelwood fire, which burned for 45 days.

Wednesday 21 to Friday 23 September 2022
Adelaide Convention Centre, South Australia | Hybrid Congress

www.pophealthcongress2022.com | #pophealth2022

SAVE THE DATE!

Visit the PHAA website for all upcoming PHAA Conferences

www.phaa.net.au
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM
TIME SESSION

TUESDAY 21  
SEPTEMBER 2021

ON DEMAND
9:00am AEST

Access Open 
Receive access from Tuesday 21 September 2021. We encourage all delegates to explore the platform in the days leading up to the 
Conference start date and get familiar with the platform.
We encourage you to explore:
• The Timeline, check out the sessions happening over 3 days;
• The Virtual Exhibition, explore the exhibitors and information about what they do, put a reminder to check back in when the exhibition is open to have a chat;
• The Delegate Hub, see who else is attending the event, make connections and chant to them throughout the Conference, great way to network in a virtual  

environment; and
• The Resource Gallery – check out what abstracts are being presented, exhibitor information and more. At the conclusion of the Conference this will be a  

great place to see the sessions on demand.

TIME SESSION

8:00am – 5:30pm AEST LIVE Online Support Open
The PHAA Events Team will be available for support requests submitted within Conference Portal, alternatively please email events@phaa.net.au

Opening Plenary & Plenary Session 1

Facilitators: Tarun Weeramanthri, President, Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA)
Devin Bowles, Chief Executive Officer at Alcohol Tobacco and Other Drug Association ACT (ATODA), PHAA ACT Branch President 
Kevin Mao, Doctor of Medicine candidate, University of Melbourne and PHAA Student and Young Professionals Committee

LIVE
9:00am – 10:30am AEST

Welcome to Country

Opening Keynote
Speaker: Dr Takeshi Kasai, World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific
The path forward: Covid 19 in the Western Pacific region and Australia’s role

Opening Address
Speaker: Rachel Stephen-Smith, Minister for Health, Australian Capital Territory

Keynote Presentation
Speaker: Professor Simon Lenton, Director National Drug Research Institute, Curtin University  
After many decades of cannabis prohibition with criminal penalties the cannabis policy landscape has been turned on its head by the emergence of legal, recreational 
commercial cannabis markets, principally in North America. The attractiveness of a ‘tax and regulate’ approach seems obvious, but our experience with tobacco and 
alcohol should alert us that profit-driven commercial models can undermine public health. This presentation will briefly look at some of the  
early data out of North America and describe some of the middle ground options for legal cannabis that deserve more attention in the cannabis policy debate in 
moving beyond prohibition.

Evidence, publics, values: choosing regulatory options for illicit drugs
Speaker: Alison Ritter, Director of the Drug Policy Modelling Program (DPMP), Social Policy Research Centre (SPRC), University of New South Wales
How do policy makers choose between different regulatory options for illicit drugs? In an ideal world this would start with evidence (reflecting a utilitarian perspective). 
In the case of regulation of illicit drugs, much of the evidence is lacking, or is ambiguous, or is contested. In this context, policy makers can turn to public opinion, and 
assess the extent of support (or otherwise) for certain policy proposal. Which publics then becomes crucial. The other important driver of regulatory  
choice is goals and values. Depending on the goals being sought, and their underpinning values, different regulatory options may have greater appeal. Surfacing the 
values behind policy choices is a key task for public health.

Facilitated Q&A with Speakers

THURSDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2021

PARTNERS

CONFERENCE DAY 1
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TIME SESSION

LIVE
10:30am - 11:00am AEST

Networking Session
Informal opportunity to meet with fellow delegates through small group interactions 
over 10 minutes iterations of up to 4 people.

Virtual Exhibition
Opportunity to individually meet with the exhibitors through chat and video call functions, as well as view their 
information, brochures, and videos.

Plenary Session 2 - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health

Facilitator: Dr Michelle Kennedy, NHMRC Early Career Fellow

LIVE
11:00am – 12:30pm AEST

Aboriginal and Trores Strait Islander Social and Emotional Wellbeing
Keynote Speaker: Professor Pat Dudgeon, Director, The Centre of Best Practice in Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Suicide Prevention

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander imprisonment - there should be hope for the furture
Keynote Speaker: Dr Michael Doyle, Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Research Excellence, The University of Sydney.
The Aboriginal Torres Strait and Islander imprisonment rate is one of the highest of any population group in the world. It is of such concern among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people that this issue was included in the ‘Uluru Statement from the Heart: Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people on the planet.’ There are new Justice targets in Closing 
the Gap, which are very welcome, even if the actions required are not well-defined. It will be important that for the new Closing the Gap initiatives to be in addition to the ongoing efforts 
of the many people, organisations and government departments already working to address overimprisonment. There are new opportunities, as well as potential to strengthen or re-
energise current efforts aimed toward reducing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander imprisonment. In the alcohol and other drugs (AoD) field, there are more effective clinical treatments 
to help reduce AoD use that could be made more widely available, and in-prison behavioural programs could be further augmented for better delivery. Some of these opportunities will be 
outlined in this presentation as well as broader community-level action that should give hope for the future.

The Realities of achieving cervical cancer elimination in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities
Keynote Speaker: Associate Professor Lisa Whop, Senior Research Fellow, Research School of Population Health, ANU College of Health & Medicine, Australian National University 

Facilitated Q&A with Speakers

LIVE
12:30pm - 1:30pm AEST

Networking Session
Informal opportunity to meet with fellow delegates through small group nteractions 
over 10 minutes iterations of up to 4 people.

Virtual Exhibition
Opportunity to individually meet with the exhibitors through chat and video call functions, as well as view their 
information, brochures, and videos.

E-Poster Virtual Presentations - P1

LIVE
12:30pm - 1:30pm AEST
Opportunity to meet the 
e-poster presenters and discuss 
their work. 

P1.001 - Experiences of midwives in rural Queensland during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Speaker: Eliza Kitchener d
P1.002 - Peak beef but not poultry: meat consumption and gross domestic 
product trends. Speaker: Clare Whitton d
P1.003 - Empowering young people in emergency management planning - the 
Our Voice program evaluation. Speaker: Tom Steele
P1.004 - Determining the impact of the Victorian Beach Lifeguard Service on 
Public Health. Speaker: Hannah Calverley
P1.005 - Stakeholder perspectives on ways institutional investors can  
contribute to improving population diets. Speaker: Ella Robinson

P1.006 - Engaging public health services in social research to improve cultural inclusivity. Speaker: 
Olivia Mitchell
P 1.007 - Tips for smoke-free strata living – the WA model. Speaker: Stephanie Parnell
P1.008 - Accessing termination due to fetal anomaly during COVID-19: A  
qualitative case study. Speaker: Amy Watson
P1.009 - FIFO work and the health of families of workers: a systematic review Speaker: Bernard Asare
P1.010 - Personality traits, socioeconomic inequalities and quality of life in self-rated health. Speaker: 
Mehrsa Zakershahrak
P1.011 - Food insecurity among Libyan migrant families in Australia. Speaker:  Reima Mansour

TIME SESSION

Concurrent Session 1 - Long Oral Presentations

Time 
Abstract Award Finalists  d

1A - Aboriginal and  
Torres Strait Islander 

and rural Health policy

1B - Global and diverse 
populations

1C - Public Health  
approaches to  

pandemic
1D - Mixed 1E - Public Health  

contemporary issues
1F - Communicable 

disease control

1G - Diverse  
populations in  
public health

ON DEMAND
1:30pm - 3:00pm AEST

ElderPRIDE: debunking 
the myths 
Speaker: Christine 
Morris

How Policy Shapes the 
Healthcare Experienc-
es of Transgender Peo-
ple in South Australia
Speaker: Lucy Solonsch

From panic to pre-
vention - investigating 
public health messages 
in pandemic news
Speaker: Catriona 
Bonfiglioli

Measuring intensity 
of a public health 
program: the Tackling 
Indigenous Smoking 
Program d
Speaker: Eden Barrett

Maintaining and grow-
ing Australia’s public 
health workforce d 
Speaker:  Donna Mak

Establishing a sur-
veillance system for 
SARS-CoV-2 testing in 
aged care facilities, 
Queensland d
Speaker: Troy Laidlow

Migration factors as-
sociated with chronic 
pain in refugee wom-
en living in Australia 
Speaker: Areni Altun

Caring for self, com-
munity, country and 
environment, a Primary 
Health strategy
Speaker: Stephen 
Ginsborg 

Building community 
capacity for better 
partnerships with 
health services 
Speaker: Josh Meyers

Strengthening 
COVID-19 communi-
cation in pregnancy: 
findings from the 
SCOOP study 
Speaker: Alyce Wilson

Tobacco-related 
attitudes and be-
haviours and exposure 
to the Tackling Indige-
nous Smoking Program  
Speaker: Rubijayne 
Cohen d

The weight of overwork 
Speaker: Tinh Doan d

Respiratory Pandem-
ics, urban planning 
and design: a 
multidisciplinary rapid 
literature review 
Speaker: Patrick 
Harris

Disability epidemiolo-
gy and Mayi Kuwayu: 
Developing disability 
measurement tools 
for public health 
Speaker: Mikala 
Sedgwick

Developing and evaluat-
ing a cultural respon-
siveness process in 
non-Aboriginal health 
services 
Speaker:  Sara Farnbach

Gamechangers –
Canberra’s smallest 
stars, businesses’  
biggest opportunity d
Speaker: Louisa Sassen

An evaluation of the 
COVID-19 emergency 
response mentorship 
program, Australia 
2020-2021 d
Speaker: Amy Parry

Identifying inequity in 
reasonable access to 
primary healthcare in 
rural Australia d 
Speaker: Lauren Gale

A response to COVID-19 
pandemic disruption to 
public health student 
education 
Speaker: Ruth Wallace

Manipulating Air 
Pressures in Hotel 
Quarantine  
Speaker: Elizabeth 
Dawson

Encouraging healthier 
behaviours in armed 
forces personnel 
during recovery 
from injury  
Speaker: Ben Fisher

Health utilities among 
Aboriginal people 
attending residential 
rehabilitation service: 
an observational fol-
low-up study 
Speaker: Anh Tran

Exploring mental 
satisfaction among 
older Australian volun-
teers d
Speaker: Debannita 
Ghosh 

Rapid Deployment of 
Video Telehealth 
During the COVID-19 
Pandemic d
Speaker: Annie  
Banbury

Substance abuse 
among homeless 
adults: understanding 
the role of gender and 
violence 
Speaker: Benedict Osei 
Asibey

Impact of COVID-19 
disruption to Australia's 
National Cancer screen-
ing programs  d
Speaker: Carolyn 
Nickson

Take Blaktion: Reori-
enting sexual health 
promotion for 
COVIDsafe messaging 
Speaker: Heather 
McCormack

Self-reported  
healthrelated be-
haviours of expectant 
fathers  
Speaker: Simone 
Pettigrew

Potentially avoidable 
hospitalisations in rural 
Australia: A qualitative 
study and logic model 
Speaker:  Kristen 
Glenister

Co-designing a Model 
of Care for people with 
multimorbid COPD in 
Nepal d 
Speaker:  Uday Yadav

Management of self-
care behaviours and 
technology utilised 
during COVID-19: 
systematic review 
Speaker: Fareeya Sakur

Mapping alcohol and 
other drug service user 
experiences to improve 
service planning 
Speaker: Anke Van der 
Sterren

Ensuring adequate 
colorectal cancer 
screening in COVID19 
response and recovery 
Speaker: Joachim 
Worthington

Epidemiology of 
sitespecific chlamydia 
infections, 
Queensland, 
2000–2019. 
Speaker: Troy Laidlow

The Pop-Up project 
– an intervention to 
improve healthcare 
access
Speaker: Sharon 
Clifford

CONFERENCE DAY 1CONFERENCE DAY 1



Virtual Australian Public Health Conference 2021 | 2524 | Supporting and Re-Energising Public Health in a Disrupted World

TIME SESSION

Concurrent Session 1 - Long Oral Presentations continued

Time 
Abstract Award Finalistsd

1A - Aboriginal and  
Torres Strait Islander and 

rural Health policy

1B - Global and  
diverse populations

1C - Public Health  
approaches to pan-

demic
1D - Mixed 1E - Public Health  

contemporary issues
1F - Communicable 

disease control

1G - Diverse  
populations in  
public health

ON DEMAND
1:30pm - 3:00pm AEST

 

Variations in eye related 
hospitalisations 
Speaker: Ingrid Diep

Continued Cross-disciplinary 
approaches to health 
emergencies - contribu-
tions of veterinarians 
during the COVID-19 
response d 
Speaker: Sandra Steele 
 
 
Could technology-en-
hanced active leaning 
strategies maximise stu-
dent learning during the 
Covid-19 pandemic?  
Speaker: Patricia Lee

Understanding  
alcohol and other drug 
workforce capabilities 
and needs to enhance 
agility 
Speaker: Anke Van Der 
Sterren

Misconceptions about 
cancer risk factors: 
What do people  
believe, and why d 
Speaker: Natalia Lizama

Examining the inter-
seasonal resurgence of 
respiratory  
syncytial virus in West-
ern 
Australia  
Speaker: David Foley

Continued

Early childhood nut 
introduction increases 
the risk of  
paediatric inhaled 
foreign bodies 
Speaker: James Leung

Families level of worry 
before and during 
COVID-19: Evidence 
from a crosssectional 
survey, Australia 
Speaker: Roula 
Zougheibe

LIVE
MEMBERS ONLY
1:30pm – 3:00pm AEST

Capacity Building Workshop: Politics, power and persuasion: learn about the “critical friend” in public health advocacy - (registered member participants only)

A practical workshop for all who work in public health. Update your advocacy skills and learn tricks of the trade from experienced advocates. This interactive session will 
include experienced advocates as well as the public servants and politicians they seek to influence. You will cover: Advocacy; Why it matters, Theory and practice, how 
political decisions and policy are really made, Political decision-making. What you need to know and do to influence decision makers; Shaping messages, The elevator pitch. 
The advocacy tools at your disposal; where do you find them, when do you use them? Engaging traditional and social media; The right message for the right medium.

Facilitated by: Dr Michael Moore AM PhD

LIVE
3:00pm – 3:30pm AEST

Networking Session
Informal opportunity to meet with fellow delegates through small group nteractions over 10 
minutes iterations of up to 4 people.

Virtual Exhibition
Opportunity to individually meet with the exhibitors through chat and video call functions, as well 
as view their information, brochures, and videos.

CONFERENCE DAY 1

TIME SESSION

Basil Hetzel Oration

Facilitator: Mr Terry Slevin, Chief Executive Officer - Public Health Association of Australia

LIVE
3:30pm – 4:15pm AEST

Basil Hetzel Oration
Orator: Professor Tom Calma AO, Chancellor of the University of Canberra

Key lessons from COVID-19: public health reset, re-energise, and relaunch
Professor Tom Calma AO will outline key lessons from COVID-19. Professor Calma reflects on the importance of clear, consistent and timely communication  
throughout the pandemic, touching on mental health and wellbeing, racism, and the importance of tobacco control in the shadow of COVID-19

End of Conference Program Day 1

LIVE
4:30pm – 5:30pm AEST

PHAA Annual General Meeting (PHAA Members Only)

Who can attend: PHAA Financial Members - will be able to attend and vote. Financial Members will be required to register and sign in for voting purposes. If you 
want to attend the PHAA AGM, and have not yet registered, please email phaa@phaa.net.au.

This Meeting will take place outside of the virtual Conference Portal, please refer to AGM confirmation email for details. 

CONFERENCE DAY 1
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#AustPH2021

FROM OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
RESOURCES TO SUPPORT YOUR PUBLIC HEALTH PRACTICE

**Orders will dispatch when book publishes in October. *Discount applies to the paperback only, not the eBook and 6-month  
eBook rental. Only available through oup.com.au and cannot be redeemed with any other offers. Valid until 24.10.21. Prices are  
in Australian dollars. Codes are case sensitive.

20% OFF*  Visit oup.com.au  and use code  AUSTPH20 at the checkout.

DRUG USE IN  
AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY

oup.com.au/ritter2e
$93.95 $75.16

FROM KEYNOTE  
SPEAKER, ALISON RITTER

UNDERSTANDING HEALTH
A comprehensive introduction to public health through a social 
justice and equity lens. Updated to align with contemporary  
public health topics including epidemiological concepts and 
COVID-19 discussions.

Pre-order special offer $86.95 $69.56**
Edited by Helen Keleher & Colin MacDougall
Publishing October 2021
oup.com.au/keleher5e

FIFTH EDITION

CONFERENCE DAY 2

TIME SESSION

8:00am – 5:30pm AEST LIVE Online Support Open
The PHAA Events Team will be available for support requests submitted within Conference Portal, alternatively please email events@phaa.net.au

Concurrent Session 2 - Rapid Fire Presentations

Time 
Abstract Award Finalists  d 2A - Chronic Disease and policy 2B - Bushfires and disasters:  

preparing for climate change
2C - Lifestyle, behaviour and  

Health Risk
2D -  Harm Minimisation and  
Innovation in Public Health

ON DEMAND
9:00am - 10:30am AEST

Patterns of multimorbidity: variation 
across socioeconomic areas and  
commonly associated condition pairs 
Speaker: Stephanie Gordon

Australian bushfires 2019–20: exploring 
the short-term health impacts  
Speaker: Jenna Haddin

Stakeholder views on added sugar policy: 
an Australian case study  
Speaker: Cherie Russell

Engaged gamblers’ perceptions of the 
causes of gambling harm  
Speaker: Sarah Marko

SaltSwitch Online Grocery Shopping trial: 
reducing blood pressure in patients with 
hypertension  
Speaker: Damian Maganja

Supporting children’s wellbeing following 
bushfires: Implications for policy and 
practice d 
Speaker: Michael Curtin, CSU and Sarah 
Eagland, Royal Far West

Consumer-driven strategies for a  
resilient food system beyond the COVID-19 
pandemic 
Speaker: Katherine Kent

Electronic gambling machine harm in 
older women: a public health  
determinants perspective  
Speaker: Simone McCarthy

Promoting continuous glucose monitor-
ing implementation in comprehensive 
management of type 2 diabetes  
Speaker: Mingyue Zheng

High temperature-related cardiovascular 
mortality and morbidity: a systematic 
review and meta-analysis d 
Speaker: Jingwen Liu 

“I just order from my couch”: A new cam-
paign targeting food delivery 
Speaker: James Stevens-Cutler

Recall, receptivity, and influence of  
gambling social media strategies on 
young Australians 
Speaker: Hannah Pitt

Re-imagining approaches to reduce 
dementia risk: an important change in 
preventive care  
Speaker: Lynette Goldberg

Ambulance dispatches and heatwaves 
in Tasmania, Australia: A case-crossover 
analysis d 
Speaker: Sharon Campbell  

A parkrun feasibility study among knee 
osteoarthritis patients  
Speaker: Laura Sutton

A randomised controlled trial of alco-
hol harm-reduction messages  
Speaker: Simone Pettigrew

Demonstrating short-term systems 
change for obesity prevention in young 
people  
Speaker: Matthew Healey

Lifesaving capability and resourcing: 
Evaluating changing needs of lifesavers, 
community, and government d 
Speaker: Bernadette Matthews 

LiveLighter® Move More challenge:  
creating adaptable physical activity  
campaigns during COVID-19  
Speaker: Jasmine Teo

The Challenge of protecting Australia's 
National Firearms Agreement d 
Speaker: Stephen Bendle

FRIDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2021

https://www.phrp.com.au/about-us/subscribe/?utm_source=Ad&utm_campaign=PHAA
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TIME SESSION

Concurrent Session 2 - Rapid Fire Presentations continued

Time 
Abstract Award Finalists  d 2A - Chronic Disease and policy 2B - Bushfires and disasters:  

preparing for climate change
C - L2C - Lifestyle, behaviour and  

Health Risk
2D -  Harm Minimisation and  
Innovation in Public Health

ON DEMAND
9:00am - 10:30am AEST

Living Large: Enhancing transition  
from acute obesity services to  
community-based care  
Speaker: Kate McBride

Climate Schools: Supporting  
evidence-based health and wellbe-
ing education during the COVID-19 
pandemic d 
Speaker: Lyra Egan

Enhancing access to medical abortion 
through telehealth: findings from Family 
Planning NSW  
Speaker: Wendy Cheng

Building back a stronger public health 
physician workforce d 
Speaker: Laksmi Govindasamy 

Validation of lifestyle-based prognostic 
models for cardiovascular disease and 
diabetes  
Speaker: Vera Buss

Rural and farm health and safety in a 
disrupted world  
Speaker: Richard Franklin

Little Aussie Bugs: Using literacy to  
promote healthy habits in young  
children  
Speaker: Ruth Wallace

Risking further COVID-19 waves: 
significance of credible communication 
campaign for vaccination compliance 
Speaker: Samuel Omidoyin  

What is associated with early adoption 
of Victoria’s prescription drug  
monitoring program? d 
Speaker: Louisa Picco                 

Access to community water fluorida-
tion in rural Victoria  
Speaker: Virginia Dickson-Swift

Does social support mediate the rela-
tionship between stress and antenatal 
depression/anxiety?  
Speaker: Asres Bedaso Tilahune

COVID-19 Vaccination in Australia: 
Maternity Consumers’ and Health  
Professionals’ Perceptions and  
Intentions  
Speaker: Zoe Bradfield

Promoting environmental health  
protection: an evaluation of the Air-
Rater smartphone health app 
Speaker: Annabelle Workman

General practitioner perceptions of 
e-cigarettes for smoking cessation: a 
systematic review  
Speaker: Melis Selamoglu

Vulnerable supply chains in Health 
Emergency: Australia, Local  
Manufacturing, and 3D Printing  
Speaker: Muhammad Zaheer Abbas

Strategies to enhance service delivery 
for homeless people with dementia 
Speaker: Vandana Bhagat

Impact of Covid-19 Restrictions on 
Exercise Habits of Sri Lankan Youth  
Speaker: Chulani De Silva

Mental health, wellbeing, coping and 
resilience after the 2019-20 Australian 
bushfires  
Speaker: Emily Macleod

TIME SESSION

LIVE
MEMBERS ONLY
9:00am – 10:30am AEST

Capacity Building Workshop: Policy - (registered member participants only)

Making written submissions to enquiries by parliamentary committees – and also to departmental consultations – has become a major means by which public health advocates 
can be heard and can influence policies and budgetary priorities of national, state and territory governments. There are hundreds of opportunities across Australia every year on 
a wide array of issues. Which to prioritise? How to understand what is going on? What makes a good written submission? And what to do if you are asked to appear in person in 
front of a committee hearing? This workshop will take on all these topics.

Facilitated by: Malcolm Baalman, Senior Policy Officers, PHAA

LIVE
10:30am – 11:00am AEST

Networking Session
Informal opportunity to meet with fellow delegates through small group nteractions over 10 min-
utes iterations of up to 4 people.

Virtual Exhibition
Opportunity to individually meet with the exhibitors through chat and video call functions, as well 
as view their information, brochures, and videos.

Concurrent Session 3 - Long Oral Presentations

Time 
Abstract Award Finalists  d

3A - Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Health 3B - Food and Nutrition 3C - Child and Maternal 

Health

3D - Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander and Rural 

Health

3E - Maternal and Child 
Health

3F - Rising temperatures: 
public health implications

ON DEMAND
11:00am - 12:30pm AEST

Researching decolonisa-
tion in a colonised society: 
researchers’ reflections from 
the frontline  
Speaker: Fran Baum

Mapping food system-related 
policies within New South 
Wales and Victorian local 
government d 
Speaker: Amy Carrad       

‘Motherhood statements’ 
don’t count: dollars and 
delivery through gender 
budgeting for  
breastfeeding     
Speaker: Julie Smith

Regional health  
inequalities and social  
determinants of health  
Speaker: Joanne Flavel

Comparing family experience 
in Australia and UK birth 
cohorts during COVID-19 
lockdown  
Speaker: Lisa Gibson

Real, Urgent and Now: 
Communicating the Health 
Impacts of Climate Change  
Speaker: Milly Burgess

What do Aboriginal women 
want to support them to be 
smoke-free? 
Speaker: Michelle Kennedy

Cost of habitual diets by socio-
economic group in Australia  
Speaker: Meron Lewis

The ORIGINS Project:  
Creating an Early Life  
Research Platform for 
Public Health  
Speaker: Jacqueline Davis

Improving equity and 
health outcomes: National 
Best practice Unit Tacking 
Indigenous Smoking  
Speaker: Penney Upton

HIV testing to prevent moth-
er to child HIV transmission 
in East Africa  
Speaker: Feleke Hailmichael 
Astawesegn

Ambient air temperature 
and adverse birth outcomes: 
an umbrella review  
Speaker: Sylvester Dodzi 
Nyadanu

Improving eyecare for First 
Nation Australians through 
regional collaboration: a 
formative evaluation   
Speaker: Tessa Saunders

Healthy diet cost and  
affordability in low socioeco-
nomic groups in Australia  
Speaker: Meron Lewis

Breastfeeding: a powerful 
tool to promote health 
equity  
Speaker: Susan Tawia

Development of smoking 
cessation resources for 
health professionals to sup-
port Aboriginal patients  
Speaker: Sasha Stewart

Maternal alcohol use during 
pregnancy and the risk of 
depression in offspring  
Speaker: Bereket Duko 
Adema

Heatwave-related mortality 
in Australia: An evaluation of 
neighbourhood and individ-
ual determinants  
Speaker: Blesson Varghese

“I feel like I’ve failed”: 
Neoliberal Subjectivity in 
Indigenous Oral Health   
Speaker: Brianna Poirier

Investigating web-based nutri-
tion education interventions 
in promoting sustainable and 
healthy diets in young adults  
Speaker: Nadine Ghammachi

Better-for-you features on 
commercial infant and tod-
dler food labels in Australia  
Speaker: Merryn Netting

Experience of smoke-
free pregnancy among 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
women  
Speaker: Tabassum  
Rahman

Social support and prenatal 
mental health problems: a 
systematic review and me-
ta-analysis d 
Speaker: Asres Bedaso 
Tilahune

Bushfire smoke and its 
association with COVID-19 in 
New South Wales 
Speaker: Javier  
Cortes-Ramirez
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TIME SESSION

Concurrent Session 3 - Long Oral Presentations continued

Time 
Abstract Award Finalists d

3A - Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Health 3B - Food and Nutrition 3C - Child and Maternal 

Health

3D - Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander and Rural 

Health

3E - Maternal and Child 
Health

3F - Rising temperatures: pub-
lic health implications

ON DEMAND
11:00am - 12:30pm AEST

Cultural adaptation of 
nutrition interventions in 
Indigenous peoples: A sys-
tematic scoping review  
Speaker: Lisa Vincze

Conflicts of interest on 
infant nutrition? A review 
of health professional 
societies 
Speaker: Naomi Hull

Creating a nature play space 
through codesign in a high 
school setting  
Speaker: Samantha Chap-
man

Prevalence and risk factors 
of suicide in the Australian 
Indigenous population  
Speaker: Patricia Lee

Fetal growth trajectories 
and their association with 
obesity in young adult-
hood  
Speaker: Ashish Yadav

Engaging young people in pub-
lic health advocacy responses 
to climate change  
Speaker: Grace Arnot d

Message on a bottle: 
longitudinal study of health 
claims on alcohol contain-
ers  
Speaker: Mia Miller

Foster carer's perspectives 
regarding oral health of 
children in Out-of-home 
care (OOHC)  
Speaker: Reecha Acharya

Bowel cancer screening 
for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples in 
Australia  
Speaker: Jie-bin Lew 

Menstrual regularity may 
predict heart disease and 
diabetes: a longitudinal 
cohort study 
Speaker: Sylvia Kiconco

Big Meat: How production 
costs are externalised to pro-
mote high meat  
consumption 
Speaker: Kate Sievert

Implementing local level 
food system policy: Case 
studies from NSW and 
Victoria  
Speaker: Lizzy Turner & 
Amy Carrad

Developing an Action- 
oriented Public Health 
Framework on Financial 
Well-being and Financial 
Strain d 
Speaker: Aryati  
Yashadhana

Engaging High School stu-
dents during a pandemic: 
Digitalisation of the Salsa 
program  
Speaker: Kym Rizzo-Liu

Building Capacity in Human 
Health and Environmental 
Change Research: the HEAL 
network dSpeaker: Sotiris 
Vardoulakis

LIVE
MEMBERS ONLY
11:00am – 12:30pm AEST

Capacity Building Workshop: Writing and Reviewing for Publication - (registered member participants only)

Reviewing a manuscript helps to improve your publishing skills. Understanding how to write for publication is complemented by understanding how to review manuscripts. 
This workshop will look at not only writing for publication but reviewing manuscripts that have been submitted for publication. It is directed at those individuals that are 
relatively new to publishing their research. Workshop participants should come with an idea of a manuscript they are currently working on, or one that they would like to work 
on during the workshop. Practical examples will be given on how to write publications. In addition, practical approaches to reviewing manuscripts and how to write a review 
will be addressed.

Facilitated by: Professor John Lowe, Editor-in-Chief, Australia New Zealand Journal of Public Health, and other Editors of the Journal

LIVE
12:30pm – 1:15pm AEST

Virtual Yarning Circle Session (registered participants)
A Yarning Circle is a place which privileges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices, and provides a place to listen, network and yarn about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islan-
derhealth. Whilst there are no formal presentations, Elders and other leaders will be invited to share their knowledge. 
Everyone is welcome to attend, but due to the nature of these Yarning Sessions, participation is limited and priority will be given to our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
conference participants.

Facilitated by: Dr. Michael Doyle, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Special Interest Co-Convener on behalf of the PHAA

CONFERENCE DAY 2
TIME SESSION

LIVE
12:30pm – 1:30pm AEST

Networking Session
Informal opportunity to meet with fellow delegates through small group nteractions over 10 
minutes iterations of up to 4 people

Virtual Exhibition
Opportunity to individually meet with the exhibitors through chat and video call functions, as 
well as view their information, brochures, and videos.

E-Poster Presentations – P2

LIVE
12:30pm - 1:30pm AEST
Opportunity to meet the e-poster 
presenters and discuss their work. 

Abstract Award Finalists  d

P2.001 - Are we creating bias in our capacity building strategies? 
Speaker: Joelie Mandzufus 

P2.002 - Use of public health statutory instruments differentially in urban and rural 
communities 
Speaker: Scott Kitchener 

P2.003 - Crisis Communication by the PM of Australia during the COVID-19 Pandemi  
Speaker: Natalie Reyes Bernard d

P2.004 - Patient self-reported follow-up for radiation oncology patients during 
COVID-19 
Speaker: Tiffany Sandell

P2.005 - Considering new strategies to strengthen healthier lunchboxes in hard-to-
reach 
communities
Speaker: Michelle Fisher

P2.006 - The experience of being release from jail: A case study 
Speaker: Daisy Gibbs

 Plenary Session 3 - Planetary and Climate Health 

Facilitator Dr Ingrid Johnston, Chief Executive Officer, The Australasian College of Road Safety (ACRS)

LIVE
1:30pm – 3:00pm AEST

Keynote Presentation
Keynote Speaker: Associate Professor Fay Johnston, Public Health and Primary Care Theme, Menzies Institute For Medical Research, 
University of Tasmania

Planetary Health for the Public’s Health
Keynote Speaker: Dr Peter W Tait, College of Health and Medicine, Australian National University
Planetary health is the new frontier in public health. Building on the environmental health roots of public health it integrates the social and ecological strands of the new 
public health. After briefly describing the elements of planetary health, this talk explores how we can protect and promote a healthy planet for the public’s health. Essentially, 
we must accept that our traditional advocacy is not working in the new politics. To stop losing to the corporatocracy we need to play the game differently. We need to make 
strengthening democracy for good governance a central plank to how public health does its work. Strengthening democracy has two parts: strengthening the institutions that 
enable and promote good governance, and ensuring our representatives in parliament are qualified for their job and properly accountable to us, the people.

Mental health promotion in a climate impacted Australia
Keynote Speaker: Dr Rebecca Patrick, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Health, School of Health & Soc. Dev. Deakin University 
Evidence for the link between nature and mental health; mental health impacts of climate change including priority populations; nature as a setting for public health; mental 
health and climate change interventions

Facilitated Q&A with Speakers
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Virtual Australian Public Health Conference 2021 | 3332 | Supporting and Re-Energising Public Health in a Disrupted World

TIME SESSION

LIVE
3:00pm – 3:30pm AEST

Networking Session
Informal opportunity to meet with fellow delegates through small group nteractions over 10 
minutes iterations of up to 4 people.

Virtual Exhibition
Opportunity to individually meet with the exhibitors through chat and video call functions, as well as 
view their information, brochures, and videos.

Public Health Award Presentations

Facilitator Terry Slevin, CEO Public Health Association of Australia

SIMU-LIVE
3:30pm - 4:10pm AEST

Mentor Award 
 
Emerging Leader Award 

Fellowship & life Member Awards Presentation 
 
Tony McMichael Public Health Ecology and Environment Award

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Public Health Award  
 
Sidney Sax Public Health Award Presentation

 Closing Plenary Session 

Facilitator Terry Slevin, CEO Public Health Association of Australia

SIMU-LIVE
4:10pm – 5:00pm AEST

Student Think Tank Winner Presentation 
Topic: The pandemic-included inequities of ageism and social isolation in older people
Speaker: Alison Ainsworth, The University of Sydney

Never again: Health and sustainable development in the light of the pandemic (pre-recorded presentation)
Keynote Speaker: Professor Martin McKee, Professor of European Public Health, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine

Abstract Awards Presentation 
Advocacy & Leasdership Award, Best e-Poster Award, Early Career/Young Professional Award, First Time Presenter Award, Public Health Research Award

Conference Close  
Speaker: Terry Slevin, CEO Public Health Association of Australia

 END OF VIRTUAL AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC HEALTH CONFERENCE 2021

24 December 2021 ACCESS CLOSED 
3 months following the close of the virtual Conference, to allow time to view all on-demand content.

NOTESCONFERENCE DAY 2
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NOTES PROGRAM SUMMARY
TUESDAY 21 SEPTEMBER

9:00am AEST - ON DEMAND Access Open

THURSDAY 23 SEPTEMBER
8:00am - 5:30pm - Live Support Open

9:00am - 10:30am - LIVE Opening Plenary & Plenary Session 1  

Welcome to Country 
Conference Welcome 

Opening Address: Rachel Stephen-Smith

Keynote Speakers:  
Professor Simon Lenton 
Professor Alison Ritter

10:30am - 11:00am - LIVE Virtual Networking Session & Virtual 
Exhibition

11:00am - 12:30pm - LIVE Plenary 2: Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health

Keynote Speakers:  
Professor Pat Dudgeon 

Dr Michael Doyle 
Associate Professor Lisa Whop

12:30pm - 1:30pm - LIVE Virtual Networking Session & Virtual 
Exhibition

12:30pm - 1:30pm - LIVE ePoster Presentations P1

1:30pm - 3:00pm - ON DEMAND Concurrent Session 1 
1A - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and rural Health policy 

1B - Global and diverse populations 
1C - Public Health approaches to pandemic  

1D - Mixed 
1E - Public Health contemporary issues 

1F - Communicable disease control 
1G - Diverse populations in public health

1:30pm - 3:00pm - LIVE Capacity Building Workshop: 
Politics, power and persuasion: learn about the “critical friend” 

in public health advocacy - Registered participants only

THURSDAY 23 SEPTEMBER continued  .

3:00pm - 3:30pm - LIVE Virtual Networking Session & Virtual 
Exhibition

 3:30pm - 4:15pm - LIVE  Basil Hetzel Oration 
Orator: Professor Tom Calma AO

4:30pm - 5:30pm - LIVE PHAA Annual General Meeting 
(PHAA Members Only)  

FRIDAY 24 SEPTEMBER
8:00am - 5:30pm - Live Support Open

9:00am - 10:30am - ON DEMAND Concurrent Session 2 
2A - Chronic Disease and policy  

2B - Bushfires and disasters: preparing for climate change 
2C - Lifestyle, behaviour and Health Risk  

2D - Harm Minimisation and Innovation in Public Health

9:00am - 10:30am - LIVE Capacity Building Workshop: 
Policy - Registered participants only

10:30am - 11:00am - LIVE Virtual Networking Session & Virtual 
Exhibition

11:00am - 12:30pm - ON DEMAND Concurrent Session 3 
3A - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health  

3B - Food and Nutrition 
3C - Child and Maternal Health 

3D - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and Rural Health 
3E - Maternal and Child Health 

3F - Rising temperatures: public health implications

11:00am - 12:30pm - LIVE Capacity Building Workshop: 
Writing and Reviewing for Publication - Registered participants only

12:30pm - 1:15pm - LIVE Virtual Yarning Circle - Registered 
participants only

12:30pm - 1:30pm - LIVE Virtual Networking Session & Virtual 
Exhibition 

12:30pm - 1:30pm - LIVE ePoster Presentations P2

FRIDAY 24 SEPTEMBER continued       .

1:30pm - 3:00pm - LIVE Plenary 3: Planetary and Climate Health

Keynote Speakers:  
Associate Professor Fay Johnston 

Dr Peter W Tait 
Dr Rebecca Patrick

3:00pm - 3:30pm - LIVE Virtual Networking Session & Virtual 
Exhibition

3:30pm - 4:00pm - SIMU-LIVE Public Health Award Presentations 
Emerging Leader Award 

Tony McMichael Public Health Ecology and Environment Award 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Public Health Award 

4:00pm - 4:45pm - LIVE Closing Plenary Session

Student Think Tank Winner Presentation 

Abstract Awards Presentation

Keynote Speakers:  
Professor Martin McKee

Conference Close

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THE VIRTUAL AUSTRALIAN 
PUBLIC HEALTH CONFERENCE 2021 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AGAIN IN 2022!


